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Officers in the Media 

Police officers in the media are being portrayed negatively to increase the popular ratings 

by attracting the media to view police officers as racist or an abuser of power. The stereotype 

being shown towards people of authority such as officers is unjust as not all are racist thugs or 

“soulless drones.” Since the media receives income depending on the popular ratings by certain 

races being mentioned thus leading to controversial issues towards officers and media viewers. 

These situations spread internationally over media leading to a negative perspective towards 

officers which result in conflict between the viewers and those in authority. Officers deserve a 

large amount of respect as they risk their life daily to serve society.  

Society chooses to believe what the media portrays instead of the reality police officers 

face. For example, in an article called “Media Frenzy – Officer Safety Nightmare” by Josh 

Crosby, a expertise in law enforcement for 15 years as a patrol officer, narcotics investigator, 

defensive tactics instructor, and has trained other police officers for the police force, explain how 

he is tired of “reading news articles involving deadly use of force; the media is quick to point out 

the race of the officer, the race of the suspect, and whether or not the suspect had a weapon.” 

Instead of the media explaining the issue, they manipulate it so race is the matter of topic leading 

to the belief that police officers are dismissive towards minorities. The media chooses to do this 

in order to gain popularity and increase their revenue. 
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Due to the negative depiction media creates, policeman feel as if their reputation is on the 

line. Moreover, an article called "Forget Criminals, Police Now Fear Activists and the Media" by 

J. Christian Adams, a attorney of the Department of Justice Civil Rights Division and author for 

New York Times bestseller Injustice: Exposing the Racial Agenda of the Obama Justice 

Department, mentions how the “media are more likely to criticize anyone who draws attention to 

the violent side of the anti-police cause than they are likely to dwell on the more uncomfortable 

trends in the movement.” The media prefers to create a trend based on the violence between 

individuals who are for and against authority figures as it is far more intriguing to know about.  

Not only do police officers have a huge role in American society, but their roles are also 

reflected in the media. Alexa Morelli, a scholar at the University of Arizona state, said “cops 

play an important role in American society, therefore, they must play an important role in 

American media and journalism.”  This quote helps me understand the importance of 

policemen’s role role, however,  the media uses this to their advantage to gain popularity by 

shaping people’s attitudes and beliefs. As these ongoing trends continue and the negative 

stereotypes towards individuals with authority grow it leads to distrust and racist thoughts. Since 

the media puts out such a pessimistic view, it causes the youth of today to not want to go into 

what is supposed to be a respected career.  

In today’s society, it feels as if individuals want to focus their attention on pessimistic 

news rather than on the positive. In a vexed image by Paul Combs he presents an example of 

how the media is portraying a police officer by having a news reporter saying, “we will continue 

to report subtle insinuations that all police officers are racist thugs and militarized soulless 

drones to boost our ratings so stay tuned.” This generates a problematic issue against the media 
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because it exposes how the media operates based on ratings and popularity. Also, the image 

conveys the selfishness of the media reports who choose to focus their viewpoints towards 

policemen in such a negative way in that will bring a higher classification in the media world. In 

the image, the officer looks irritated at the fact that he is risking his life to serve for his job while 

the media is portraying him as the wrongdoer.  

Furthermore, the media’s tactics to gain popularity is unjust to all authoritative 

individuals. The media should find a different method to gain profit instead of talking down 

towards police officers. Also, targeting the race of the officer and the suspect is immoral. Since 

the media also describes to terminate racism, but instead a repetitive pattern of racism and its 

victims. At the end day police officers risk their life for a career which to dedicated themselves 

to society.  
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